The influence of early biological risk and the home environment on nine-year outcome of very low birth weight.
The contributions of early medical risk and the early and contemporary home environment on cognitive and academic outcomes of 35 nine-year-old survivors of very low birth weight (VLBW) who were followed prospectively were investigated. There were no significant relationships between the measures of early medical risk and outcome. The quality of the home environment accounted for half of the variance in outcome. Five themes that showed consistent associations over time with positive outcomes were: parental responsivity, parent support for learning, parent involvement with the child, exposure to a variety of experiences, and the presence of a father figure.